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State of Georgia. As Secretary of State, 
Cleland implemented the National Voter 
Registration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20501 et 
seq.) in Georgia and added almost 1,000,000 
new voters to the rolls. 

(9) Max Cleland was elected to the United 
States Senate in 1996 and would go on to 
chair the Subcommittee on Personnel of the 
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate. 
In the Senate, Cleland was known for his 
work in expanding benefits for service mem-
bers and in improving veterans’ health care, 
education, and the environment. 

(10) After his service in the Senate, Max 
Cleland continued his distinguished career in 
public service by becoming a commissioner 
on the National Commission on Terrorist At-
tacks Upon the United States (commonly re-
ferred to as the ‘‘9/11 Commission’’) and later 
as a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Export-Import Bank of the United States. 

(11) In 2009, President Barack Obama 
named Max Cleland Secretary of the Amer-
ican Battle Monuments Commission. As Sec-
retary of the Commission, Cleland is charged 
with commemorating both the permanent 
cemeteries of the United States located in 
foreign countries and the military memo-
rials, monuments, and markers dem-
onstrating where members of the United 
States Armed Forces have served overseas 
since World War I. 

(12) In 2010, President Obama again called 
on Max Cleland to serve his country and 
Cleland again accepted. This time, Cleland 
agreed to serve as co-chair, and eventually 
the inaugural chair, of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Arlington National Cemetery, 
which was established to help fix the prob-
lems facing the final resting place for many 
of the heroes of the United States. After his 
tenure as chair, Cleland was awarded the 
Decoration for Distinguished Civilian Serv-
ice of the Army, the highest honorary award 
that the Secretary of the Army can confer 
on a civilian. 

(13) After overcoming some of the most dif-
ficult challenges imaginable, Max Cleland 
has spent almost five decades of his life in 
service to the United States and the country 
is forever indebted to his service. 

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of 
the House of Representatives and the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate shall make 
appropriate arrangements for the award, on 
behalf of Congress, of a gold medal of appro-
priate design to Joseph Maxwell ‘‘Max’’ 
Cleland. 

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the pur-
poses of the award described in subsection 
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (in this 
Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall 
strike the gold medal with suitable emblems, 
devices, and inscriptions, to be determined 
by the Secretary. 

(c) DUPLICATE MEDALS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Under such regulations as 

the Secretary may prescribe, the Secretary 
may strike and sell duplicates in bronze of 
the gold medal struck under this Act at a 
price sufficient to cover the costs of the 
medals, including labor, materials, dies, use 
of machinery, and overhead expenses. 

(2) SALE OF DUPLICATE MEDALS.—The 
amounts received from the sale of duplicate 
medals under paragraph (1) shall be depos-
ited in the United States Mint Public Enter-
prise Fund. 

SEC. 4. STATUS OF MEDALS. 

Medals struck under this Act are national 
medals for purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, 
United States Code. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 461—COM-
MENDING THE SPECIAL INSPEC-
TOR GENERAL FOR AFGHANI-
STAN RECONSTRUCTION, JOHN 
SOPKO, AND HIS OFFICE FOR 
THEIR EFFORTS IN PROVIDING 
ACCOUNTABILITY FOR TAX-
PAYER DOLLARS SPENT IN AF-
GHANISTAN 

Mr. PAUL submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 461 

Whereas the Office of Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan Reconstruction 
(SIGAR) was created in 2008 ‘‘to provide 
independent and objective analysis and su-
pervision of audits and investigations,’’ ‘‘to 
promote economy, efficiency, and effective-
ness,’’ and to ‘‘prevent and detect waste, 
fraud, and abuse’’ with regards to ‘‘amounts 
appropriated or otherwise made available for 
the reconstruction of Afghanistan’’; 

Whereas the Office of Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan Reconstruction has, 
under the leadership of SIGAR John Sopko, 
been a strong voice for the good stewardship 
of taxpayer dollars; 

Whereas Special Inspector General Sopko 
has provided testimony 11 times before Con-
gress; 

Whereas the recommendations of SIGAR 
have resulted in more than $1,000,000,000 in 
potential savings; 

Whereas one investigation revealed con-
tract bid-rigging and price-fixing that led to 
the termination of a $1,000,000,000 Afghan 
Ministry of Defense fuel contract, resulting 
in $214,000,000 in contract savings to the 
United States Government; 

Whereas SIGAR investigations into waste, 
fraud, and abuse have led to nearly 700 con-
tractors being prohibited from future United 
States Government contracts; 

Whereas SIGAR exposed mismanagement 
and fraud within the United Nations-admin-
istered Law and Order Trust Fund for Af-
ghanistan, which provides billions of dollars 
in payments to the Afghan National Police; 

Whereas SIGAR has further exposed poor 
attendance and accounting procedures that 
allow the existence of non-existent Afghan 
‘‘ghost’’ soldiers and police, whose salaries 
are pocketed by corrupt officials; 

Whereas SIGAR discovered the expenditure 
of $6,000,000 on 9 goats meant to start a cash-
mere industry in Afghanistan, the where-
abouts of which are now unknown; 

Whereas SIGAR has attempted to provide 
accountability to $210,000,000 spent on the 
construction of health care facilities in Af-
ghanistan, discovering that nearly 80 percent 
of facilities have incorrect location data, 
where 13 facilities were built outside of Af-
ghanistan, including one in the Mediterra-
nean Sea; 

Whereas SIGAR also investigated the cir-
cumstances that led to the construction of a 
$36,000,000 United States military command 
and control facility at Camp Leatherneck 
that the commanders on the ground stated 
they neither wanted nor needed, and which 
was never occupied; 

Whereas SIGAR brought to national atten-
tion that the Department of Defense lost 
$29,000,000 worth of heavy equipment, such as 
tractor trucks and cranes, which impeded ef-
forts to constitute an independent Afghan 
equivalent to the Army Corp of Engineers; 
and 

Whereas SIGAR exposed the Department of 
Defense had spent $43,000,000 on a Com-

pressed Natural Gas (CNG) filling station, 
costing nearly 86 times more than a similar 
project, and that further almost no vehicles 
in Afghanistan run on CNG and the cost to 
convert a vehicle is more than the average 
annual Afghan salary: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the Office of the Special In-

spector General for Afghanistan Reconstruc-
tion for its ongoing role in identifying and 
reducing waste, fraud, and abuse; and 

(2) urges all inspectors general to look to 
the Office of the Special Inspector General 
for Afghan Reconstruction as an example of 
the vigor and independence with which the 
Senate expects inspectors general across 
government to pursue their duty. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 462—URGING 
THE UNITED STATES SOCCER 
FEDERATION TO IMMEDIATELY 
ELIMINATE GENDER PAY IN-
EQUITY AND TREAT ALL ATH-
LETES WITH THE SAME RE-
SPECT AND DIGNITY 
Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms. MI-

KULSKI, Mr. CASEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. BOXER, 
Ms. WARREN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. BROWN, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. 
HIRONO, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. REID, and 
Mr. CARPER) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 462 

Whereas title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.) (referred 
to in this preamble as ‘‘title IX’’) requires 
schools and institutions of higher education 
to provide the same opportunities for girls 
that the schools and institutions of higher 
education provide for boys; 

Whereas 6 years after the date of enact-
ment of title IX, the approximate percentage 
of girls playing team sports increased from 4 
percent to 25 percent, a sixfold increase; 

Whereas the participation of girls in club 
soccer in the United States increased by ap-
proximately 37 percent between 1995 and 2015; 

Whereas the participation of girls in high 
school soccer programs increased by approxi-
mately 45 percent between 1999 and 2014; 

Whereas the participation of girls in team 
sports results in lifelong improvements to 
the educational, work, and health prospects 
of the girls; 

Whereas the United States Soccer Federa-
tion is the governing body of soccer in all 
forms in the United States and endeavors to 
make soccer a preeminent sport in the 
United States; 

Whereas the United States Women’s Na-
tional Team has won 3 Federation Inter-
nationale de Football Association (com-
monly referred to as ‘‘FIFA’’) Women’s 
World Cups, 4 Olympic Gold Medals, and 7 
Confederation of North, Central America, 
and Caribbean Association Football (com-
monly referred to as ‘‘CONCACAF’’) Gold 
Cups; 

Whereas the United States Women’s Na-
tional Team is ranked first in the world as of 
the date of adoption of this resolution; 

Whereas the 2015 final Women’s World Cup 
match generated an audience of approxi-
mately 750,000,000 viewers worldwide and 
more than 25,000,000 viewers in the United 
States, the largest audience of any soccer 
game shown in the United States on English 
language television; 

Whereas the members of the United States 
Women’s National Team are some of the 
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